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§ 404.831 Notice of removal or reduc-
tion of your self-employment in-
come.

If we remove or reduce an amount of
self-employment income entered on the
record of your earnings, we will notify
you of this correction. We will notify
your survivor if we previously notified
you or your survivor of the amount of
your earnings for the period involved.

Subpart J—Determinations, Ad-
ministrative Review Process,
and Reopening of Determina-
tions and Decisions

AUTHORITY: Secs. 201(j), 204(f), 205(a), (b),
(d)–(h), and (j), 221, 225, and 702(a)(5) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401(j), 404(f),
405(a), (b), (d)–(h), and (j), 421, 425, and
902(a)(5)); 31 U.S.C. 3720A; sec. 5, Pub. L. 97–
455, 96 Stat. 2500 (42 U.S.C. 405 note); secs. 5,
6(c)–(e), and 15, Pub. L. 98–460, 98 Stat. 1802
(42 U.S.C. 421 note).

SOURCE: 45 FR 52081, Aug. 5, 1980, unless
otherwise noted.

INTRODUCTION, DEFINITIONS, AND INITIAL
DETERMINATIONS

§ 404.900 Introduction.
(a) Explanation of the administrative

review process. This subpart explains
the procedures we follow in deter-
mining your rights under title II of the
Social Security Act. The regulations
describe the process of administrative
review and explain your right to judi-
cial review after you have taken all the
necessary administrative steps. These
procedures apply also to persons claim-
ing certain benefits under title XVIII
of the Act (Medicare); see 42 CFR
405.701(c). The administrative review
process consists of several steps, which
usually must be requested within cer-
tain time periods and in the following
order:

(1) Initial determination. This is a de-
termination we make about your enti-
tlement or your continuing entitle-
ment to benefits or about any other
matter, as discussed in § 404.902, that
gives you a right to further review.

(2) Reconsideration. If you are dissat-
isfied with an initial determination,
you may ask us to reconsider it.

(3) Hearing before an administrative
law judge. If you are dissatisfied with

the reconsideration determination, you
may request a hearing before an ad-
ministrative law judge.

(4) Appeals Council review. If you are
dissatisfied with the decision of the ad-
ministrative law judge, you may re-
quest that the Appeals Council review
the decision.

(5) Federal court review. When you
have completed the steps of the admin-
istrative review process listed in para-
graphs (a)(1) through (a)(4) of this sec-
tion, we will have made our final deci-
sion. If you are dissatisfied with our
final decision, you may request judicial
review by filing an action in a Federal
district court.

(6) Expedited appeals process. At some
time after your initial determination
has been reviewed, if you have no dis-
pute with our findings of fact and our
application and interpretation of the
controlling laws, but you believe that a
part of the law is unconstitutional, you
may use the expedited appeals process.
This process permits you to go directly
to a Federal district court so that the
constitutional issue may be resolved.

(b) Nature of the administrative review
process. In making a determination or
decision in your case, we conduct the
administrative review process in an in-
formal, nonadversary manner. In each
step of the review process, you may
present any information you feel is
helpful to your case. Subject to the
limitations on Appeals Council consid-
eration of additional evidence (see
§§ 404.970(b) and 404.976(b)), we will con-
sider at each step of the review process
any information you present as well as
all the information in our records. You
may present the information yourself
or have someone represent you, includ-
ing an attorney. If you are dissatisfied
with our decision in the review process,
but do not take the next step within
the stated time period, you will lose
your right to further administrative
review and your right to judicial re-
view, unless you can show us that there
was good cause for your failure to
make a timely request for review.

[45 FR 52081, Aug. 5, 1980, as amended at 51
FR 300, Jan 3, 1986; 51 FR 8808, Mar. 14, 1986;
52 FR 4004, Feb. 9, 1987]

§ 404.901 Definitions.
As used in this subpart:
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Date you receive notice means 5 days
after the date on the notice, unless you
show us that you did not receive it
within the 5-day period.

Decision means the decision made by
an administrative law judge or the Ap-
peals Council.

Determination means the initial deter-
mination or the reconsidered deter-
mination.

Remand means to return a case for
further review.

Vacate means to set aside a previous
action.

Waive means to give up a right know-
ingly and voluntarily.

We, us, or our refers to the Social Se-
curity Administration.

You or your refers to any person
claiming a right under the old age, dis-
ability, dependents’ or survivors’ bene-
fits program.

§ 404.902 Administrative actions that
are initial determinations.

Initial determinations are the deter-
minations we make that are subject to
administrative and judicial review. The
initial determination will state the im-
portant facts and give the reasons for
our conclusions. In the old age, sur-
vivors’ and disability insurance pro-
grams, initial determinations include,
but are not limited to, determinations
about—

(a) Your entitlement or your con-
tinuing entitlement to benefits;

(b) Your reentitlement to benefits;
(c) The amount of your benefit;
(d) A recomputation of your benefit;
(e) A reduction in your disability

benefits because you also receive bene-
fits under a workmen’s compensation
law;

(f) A deduction from your benefits on
account of work;

(g) A deduction from your disability
benefits because you refuse to accept
rehabilitation services;

(h) Termination of your benefits;
(i) Penalty deductions imposed be-

cause you failed to report certain
events;

(j) Any overpayment or under-
payment of your benefits;

(k) Whether an overpayment of bene-
fits must be repaid to us;

(l) How an underpayment of benefits
due a deceased person will be paid;

(m) The establishment or termi-
nation of a period of disability;

(n) A revision of your earnings
record;

(o) Whether the payment of your ben-
efits will be made, on your behalf, to a
representative payee, unless you are
under age 18, legally incompetent, or
you are disabled and drug addiction or
alcoholism is a contributing factor ma-
terial to the determination of dis-
ability (as described in § 404.1535);

(p) Your drug addiction or alco-
holism;

(q) Who will act as your payee if we
determine that representative payment
will be made;

(r) An offset of your benefits under
§ 404.408b because you previously re-
ceived supplemental security income
payments for the same period;

(s) Whether your completion of or
continuation for a specified period of
time in an appropriate vocational reha-
bilitation program will significantly
increase the likelihood that you will
not have to return to the disability
benefit rolls and thus, whether your
benefits may be continued even though
you are not disabled;

(t) Nonpayment of your benefits
under § 404.468 because of your confine-
ment in a jail, prison, or other penal
institution or correctional facility for
conviction of a felony;

(u) Whether or not you have a dis-
abling impairment(s) as defined in
§ 404.1511;

(v) Nonpayment of your benefits
under § 404.469 because you have not
furnished us satisfactory proof of your
Social Security number, or, if a Social
Security number has not been assigned
to you, you have not filed a proper ap-
plication for one; and

(w) A claim for benefits under
§ 404.633 based on alleged misinforma-
tion.

[45 FR 52081, Aug. 5, 1980, as amended at 47
FR 4988, Feb. 3, 1982; 47 FR 31543, July 21,
1982; 49 FR 22272, May 29, 1984; 50 FR 20902,
May 21, 1985; 56 FR 41790, Aug. 23, 1991; 59 FR
44925, Aug. 31, 1994; 60 FR 8147, Feb. 10, 1995]

§ 404.903 Administrative actions that
are not initial determinations.

Administrative actions that are not
initial determinations may be reviewed
by us, but they are not subject to the
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